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) PIC/D-13h/60
§ Getober 1960

Deputy Director {Imtelliigence)

Developrent of "Automstad”

1. As part of the PIC research snd development prograwm for PY 1961,
it is proposed thet action be imitisted to contract for the developwant
of en optisal-electronic systen known as "Automated” {Automatic Man-Made
Target Detection). The objectives of this yesearch progrenm ere as
folloves T .

a. To detersine the feasibility of using optical-eleotronic ;
instrumentation to dietinguish objects on photography above and |
below the noreal rouge of huwan vision; ,

b. To develop instrusentation vhich will demonstrate the feasf
bility of machines distinguishing betvoen man.made and natural fea-
tures on photography; and

¢. The ultizate devalopment of equipment for locating specific
‘shapes on photography as a means of terget recognition. :

technical proposal hes been received from 25X1 :
{copy atteched) which outlinmes the progren for the occomplishe 25X1 !
went oF the first two objectives iisted sbove. Although it is recognized

~ that the prototype instrurentation developed under this program will have -
livdted appiication to curvent practical problems, the deronstration of
the feasibility of this concapt; 1f successful, will heve grest significsnce
in aivancing the state~of-the~art of photogrephic exploitation systems.
It is of particular interest tu PIU in terms of s possidble means of using i
sutonated wethods for secomplishing one aepeet of the photographic scanning
process, thereby conserving the livited humen resources at our disposual.

The estimsted cost of the initinl phase of this progran 1s
The Army has proposed to FIC that 4t act as principal sgents
Tor the project on a twoethinds Army one-third e basio. Using |
thisz method, we would arrenge for a transfer of of PIC research  29X1
and developrent funds to the Army which wuld undertake the contract negop- 3
tiation and projeet monltoring. Although suy resultant equipment would }
| be the property of the Lhe trunentation would be jointly uged !
; by PIC and the Army 25X1

25X1
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. SUBTECT: Development of "Antomatad”

"R, PIC has sufficient funds within its current operating research
pnd development budget for FY 1561 to support this program without assige

tance from other CIA fingncial resources. Upon notification from uB,

the Army is prepared to irmediately initiste contract negotiations for the
development of Automsted.

5. Approval is requested to Jointly participate with the Army for the
development of Automatad on a one-third share basis at an epproximate cost

Director
Photographic Intelligence Center

Attachment:
" Techniical Proposal for Mntorated

5 0CT 1960
SIGNED

Deputy Director (Intelliigence) o . Date

Distribution: 0O & 1 - Addressee

-1 - p/PIC
| 2 - AS/PIC
c/as/pIc (5 Ot €0)

BOTE: Funding for "Automatad” in FY 1961 will be taken from the "Research
and Development of an Instrumented and Automated tographic Inter-
pretation Cell" project which was budgeted forﬁn
project is described on the first page of the "Schedule of Externsl
Research Projects” in the "0Pfice Estimates, FY 1962, Faotographic
Intelligence Center”. Ultimately the Automatad equipment is expected
to provide data inputs to the PI Cell.
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